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The Awakening message rests upon two doctrinal positions . We may liken them to two pillars which
support an entire building . These two doctrinal positions are :
1 . That the angel of Revelation 18 joins the third angel of Revelation 14 after the passing of the
national Sunday law decree which is brought to view in Revelation 13 .
2 . That the root of sin, sometimes called original sin, the sinful nature, inbred sin, etc ., is entirely
eradicated in the living saints through Jesus' work of final atonement in the most holy place of the
heavenly sanctuary .
Recently, two articles have appeared which endeavour to refute these two doctrinal positions . The
Sealing of the Saints, by Dr . Desmond Ford grapples with the first pillar ; and THE PERFECTING of the
Saints, by Pastor L . C . Naden deals with the second pillar . Since most of the papers written against the
Awakening message have failed to grapple with the basic doctrinal issues, the two writers are to be
commended for going to fundamental issues .
With Ellen G . White I say, "If the pillars of our faith will not stand the test of investigation, it is time
that we knew it." TM 107 . Therefore, if the reader will examine both sides of the points under
discussion, nothing but good can come of it .
Come, let us reason together!

I

SECTION 1
THE TIMING OF REVELATION 18

(A Reply to Dr . Desmond Ford)

Introduction
Dr . Ford has called his thesis The Sealing of the Saints - Before or After the Loud Cry? This is not a
good title for his discussion of my teachings, for as the charts in my books and papers clearly show, I
do not believe that the 144,000 are sealed before the loud cry, but during the time of the loud cry . It
would have been more accurate if Dr . Ford had titled his thesis, The Angel of Revelation 18 - Before or
After the National Sunday Law Decree? For the timing of the angel of Revelation 18 is the main point
under discussion . Dr . Ford contends that the angel of Revelation 18 must join the third angel before the
Sunday law decree of Revelation 13 . The believers in the Awakening message believe that the angel of
Revelation will join the third angel after the national Sunday law decree .
Concensus of opinion does not establish truth, but lest some Australians think that Dr . Ford's position
reflects the thinking of all reputable Adventist teachers, it may interest some readers to know that
before me are books and papers by some of the best known Adventist ministers and Bible teachers
which support my position that the angel of Revelation comes in after the national Sunday law decree .
For example, I have before me a book called Preparation by the Latter Rain, written by Elder B . E .
Wagner . 'It carries an introduction by Paul C. Heuback, Pastor of the Loma Linda University Church,
and has recommendations by such names as H .M .S . Richards of the Voice of Prophecy and N .C . Wilson
of the General Conference . On pages 6, 22, and 25 the author teaches that the latter rain falls after the
national Sunday law decree . I happen to know that Dr . Ford could not get a concensus of opinion
among College Bible teachers throughout the denomination in favor of his position . In fact, I even have
in my files some articles published by the Defense Literature Committee to refute my teachings, but
they at least support me in this ; that the latter rain-loud cry comes after the national Sunday law
decree.
I say these things, not to lend support to my teachings on the angel of Revelation 18, but to dispel any
attempt on the part of some to clothe Dr . Ford's thesis with an aura of denominational acceptance . I
believe that Dr . Ford himself would want his thesis to stand or fall on the basis of the only infallible
rule of faith and doctrine - the Word of God .

THE BIBLE EVIDENCE FOR REVELATION 18 :1-5 AFTER THE
NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW DECREE
Any man's teaching must meet a two-fold test :
1 . It must be established by the Bible and the Bible only . If the interpretation of Bible texts cannot
stand alone without being bolstered up by selections from the Testimonies, then the interpretation is
suspect .
2 . "Truth is straight, plain, clear, and stands out boldly in its own defense ." EW 96
Hereunder I set forth the evidence for my position, and appeal to the reader to judge whether it meets
the two-fold test.
REVELATION 13 :11-17
The issue is whether Revelation 18 :1-5 comes before or after the Sunday law decree of Revelation 13 .
The most logical thing to do is to examine the two Bible passages to see what they say .

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth ; and he had two horns like a lamb,
and he spake as a dragon . And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed . And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the
means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast ; saying to them
that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound
by the sword, and did live . And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed . And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads : And that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name ." Revelation 13 :11-17

As all Seventh-Day Adventists have consistently believed, this passage of Scripture describes Protestant
America from the time of its rise to the time it unites church and state and enforces the false Sabbath
by a national decree . Dr . Ford contends that the loud cry stirs up rulers and people to pass the Sunday
law decree . Now I ask the reader one simple question : Is there any evidence in this passage that the
loud cry of Revelation 18 :1-5 causes America to pass the national Sunday law decree? You will agree
that there is no evidence of it . Yet this is the very chapter which describes the events leading to the
Sunday law decree .
On the other hand, does Revelation 13 describe .what leads America to form the image to the beast?
Yes, it does! Notice :
"And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast ; saying to them that dwell on the earth,
that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live ."
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Revelation 13 :13, 14
It is the fire from heaven, the miracle working power of devils (compare Revelation 16 :13, 14), that
deceives men, causing them to make an image to the beast . The Bible symbolism indicates that this fire
from heaven is a religious deception - a great, false religious revival . This is what causes Protestant
America to form an image to the beast, and to decree that all men should worship it . As apostasy led
the early church to form the papal system (the beast), so apostasy will cause the Protestant church to
form an image to the beast .
Just as Satan will counterfeit the coming of Christ, so prophecy declares that he will counterfeit the
great latter rain revival of Revelation 18 :1-5 . And just as the false Christ comes before the true, so the
false revival comes before the latter rain . It is the false, and not the true latter rain, which causes
America to bring in the Sunday law decree .
Revelation 18 : 1-5
"And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and
the earth was lightened with his glory . And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird . For all nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of
her delicacies . And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues . For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities ." Revelation 18 :1-5
May I ask the reader another simple question : Is there anything in this Scripture which might indicate
that the Sunday law decree is still future when the angel comes down with his message? You must
admit there is no evidence.
On the other hand there is evidence that when the angel descends church and state have already united .
The angel comes to announce the complete moral fall of Babylon . Three evidences of her ultimate
apostasy are given :
1 . She has "become the habitation of devils, and , the hold of every foul spirit ." This proves that the
angel of Revelation 18 comes after the false., spiritualistic revival of Revelation 13 :13, 14 .
2 . "The kings of the earth have committed fornication with her ." This proves that when the angel
comes with his message, the political powers have already united with the church .
3 . "For her sins have reached unto heaven ." This proves that the angel gives his message after the
measure of Babylon's guilt is full .
The great false revival of Revelation 13 :13, 14 comes before the true manifestation of God's power in
Revelation 18 :1-5 . It is the false revival which causes America to pass the national Sunday law decree .
Then the angel of Revelation 18 announces that the ultimate apostasy is reached by -the union of the
church and the state .
Daniel 11 :40-44
Verse 40 : "And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him : and the king
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of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and
with many ships ; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over .
Verse 41 : He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown :
but these shall escape out of his land, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of
Ammon.
Verse 42 : He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries : and the land of Egypt shall
not escape .
Verse 43 : But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the
precious things of Egypt ; and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps .
Verse 44 : But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him : therefore he
shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many .
Dr . Ford agrees that the king of the north represents the Papal anti-Christ and that the tidings from the
east and north represent the latter rain-loud cry .
Now let us examine the sequence of events before us : the king of the north sweeps back to
world-supremacy . Many among God's people (the glorious land) are at that time swept away by the king
of the north (Verse 41) . The wealth of spiritual Egypt is brought under his control . Only after all this
happens is the but of Verse 44 : "But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him . . . "
When does the latter rain-loud cry message surprise the king of the north? After the conquests described
in Verses 41-43, after the mighty sifting among God's people .
Dr . Ford would have us believe that the tidings come from the east and north before the great sifting of
the church . But how could it be more obvious that the sifting of Verse 41 takes place before the tidings
of Verse 44?
But, says Dr . Ford, do not the tidings from the east and the north cause the king of the north to go
forth with great fury to destroy the saints? Yes, just as Nebuchadnezzar became full of fury and went
forth to destroy the three worthies. Did the king erect the image, and decree all to worship it because
he was full of fury with the three worthies? Or did he become full of fury with the three worthies
because they would not worship the image in obedience to his decree? The answer is obvious! Even so
the king of the north will go forth with fury to throw the "three worthies" (the people represented by
the three angel messages) into the fire of great persecution because they refuse to worship the image of
Revelation 13 .
Isaiah 59 :19-Isaiah 60 :3
"So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the
sun . When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him . . . And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising ."

In the light of Daniel and Revelation, Isaiah 59 :19 portrays a great principle in the way that Christ
works for His people . He is a mighty general . As illustrated in Daniel 11 :40-44, He waits for the hour
of extremity before He springs His surprise attack on the enemy . In the darkest hour he causes His light
to shine . In the time when it looks as if the church will be swallowed up, He causes her to rise in
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victory . Dr . Ford has ignored this principle . He would have us believe that when the Spirit of the Lord
lifts up the standard, then the enemy will come in like a flood . No, no! "When the enemy shall come in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him ." See how beautifully this
illuminates Daniel 11 :40-44 . The king of the north comes in like a flood (Verse 40), he enters the
glorious land (Verse 41), his triumph seems assured (Verses 42-43) . Then the Spirit of God lifts up the
standard against him . (Verse 44) . What certainty there is in the words of truth!
But that is not all . Isaiah even goes on to show what that standard is :
"And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the Lord . As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord ; My Spirit that is
upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth,
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord,
from henceforth and for ever ." Verses 20, 21 .
Is this not the sealing of God's people, the completion of the new covenant promise? Then what
happens?
"Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the .Lord is risen upon thee . For, behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people : but the Lord shall arise
upon thee . And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising." Isaiah 60 :1-3 .
Isaiah teaches us that when the enemy comes in like a flood, then the Spirit of God will seal His people
and thereby lighten the earth with His glory .
The principle of how and when God interposes for the vindication of His truth is expressed in the words
of the Psalmist : "It is time for thee, Lord, to work : for they have made void thy law ." Psalm 119 :126 .
Thus when the sins of Babylon reach unto heaven by making void God's law through legislation, the
angel will descend to lighten the earth . When the king of the north comes in like a flood and bring the
world under his banner, then tidings from the east and the north break forth to trouble him . When the
enemy comes in like a flood (which is a Biblical symbol of persecution), then the Spirit of the Lord will
lift up the standard and cause God's glory to be seen upon His people . Here is no guess work, no
strained interpretation . God's word makes a plain path of truth before our feet .
Ezekiel 43 :1-3 compared with Revelation 7 :2 ;
Revelation 18 :1, and Daniel 11 :44
Dr. Ford and I are agreed that God's people must meet the Sabbath test before they are sealed . This is
so specifically outlined in Inspiration that no one can reasonably question it . Now if. it can be shown
that the latter rain and sealing are inseparable, then the latter rain must also follow the test on the
Sabbath.
The sealing of God's people is brought to view in Ezekiel 9, Ezekiel 43, and Revelation 7 . Ezekiel says :
"And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east : and his voice
was like a noise of many waters : and the earth shined with his glory ." Ezekiel 43 :2.
It may be asked, How may we know that this glory which Ezekiel sees rising from the east is the sealing
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of the saints? First, because in the next verse he says : "And it was according to the appearance of the
vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city ." This refers
us back to Ezekiel 9 where he had the vision of the six men with the slaughter weapons and the man
with the writer's inkhorn who sealed, or marked those that sighed and cried over the sins of Jerusalem .
Secondly, Ezekiel declares that the glory came by way of the east : This is the very expression used in
Revelation 7 :2 "I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God ."
Now the vital point is this : What is the relationship between this seal which rises like the sun and
Revelation 18 :1 ? Compare the two Scriptures :
Ezekiel 43 :2

Revelation 18 :1

"And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel
came from the way of the east : and his voice
was like a noise of many waters : and the earth
shined with his glory ."

"And after these things I saw another angel
come down from heaven, having great power ;
and the earth was lightened with his glory ."

So the seal, rising like the sun in the east, lightens the earth with the glory of God .
Dr . Ford would have us believe that the earth is first lightened with the glory of the latter rain, and
then after that is done, the sealing takes place . He has failed to take due notice of the Bible symbolism .
The sealing is likened to the rising sun . I As if the earth could be filled with the light of the sun's glory
before it arose from the east! No, No! It is the rising of the sun (the 'sealing) which fills the earth with
light and glory . The inspired words of Deborah will be fulfilled, "Let them that love Him be as the sun
when he goeth forth in his might ." Judges 5 :31 .
Remember this : just as physical light and glory come from the sun rising upon the earth, so the light
and glory of the loud cry comes from the seal of the living God . What could be plainer than Ezekiel's
words, "The glory . . . came from the sun rising . . . and the earth shined with his glory ."
I leave this challenge with Dr . Ford : If he can separate sunlight from the sun, then he may separate the
glory of Revelation 18 :1 from the sealing . Jesus wants to seal His people so that they may lighten the
earth with His glory . He wants them to be "as the sun when he goeth forth in his might ." And the
whole problem is that many of God's people have been trying to lighten the earth without the glorious
sealing experience . Imagine trying to do without the sun, yet trying to lighten the earth with the sparks
of our own kindling!

1 In Ezekiel and Revelation east literally means sun rising .
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Isaiah 59 :19 to Isaiah
Isaiah

62 :2 :

Ephesians

60 :1-3 :

1 :13 :

Daniel 11 :44 :

4:30 : Ex . 34 :19,

20

There are other Scriptures which show that the sealing is inseparably connected with the latter rain . We
have already considered Isaiah 59 :19 to Isaiah 60 :1-3 . The enemy comes in like a flood, then the Spirit
lifts up the standard against the enemy (Verse 19) . The standard is described in Verse 20 - the Spirit
seals the new covenant experience in the saints forever . Then the Scripture continues : "Arise, shine, for
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee . . . the Lord shall arise upon thee, and
his glory shall be seen upon thee ."
The glory which is seen upon the saints is the name, or seal of God . When Moses prayed to the Lord,
"Shew me Thy glory," the Lord replied, "I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will
proclaim the name of the Lord ." Exodus 33 :18, 19 . This experience of Moses most wonderfully
illustrates that the name of God is the glory of God . So when the Spirit of God places the name of
God, or the seal of God, on the saints, it is simply to place God's glory upon them . This is how the
earth is lightened with the glory of God .
We have already considered Daniel 11 :44 "Tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble
him . . . " Dr. Ford agrees that this is the latter rain-loud cry . Good! Then why are the loud cry tidings
represented as coming from the east? "I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of
the living God . Revelation 7 :2 . Ezekiel 43 :2 says the glory came by way of the east . Daniel says the
tidings came out of the east. . So the tidings come out of the sealing experience . Three texts demonstrate
the sealing and the latter rain are inseparable events .
Ezekiel

43 :2

Revelation

Daniel

7 :2

11 :44

glory came by way of the east
seal of the living God ascends
from the east
tidings out of the east

Prophyesying of the latter rain, Isaiah says :
"And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory : and thou shalt be called
by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name . Thou shalt also be a crown of glory
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God . Isaiah 62 :2, 3 .
We only have to compare this with Revelation 3 :12 to realize that the new name referred to by Isaiah is
the sealing experience . This is the glory which is seen upon the church in her final conflict with the
powers of darkness .

The apostle Paul declares that believers are sealed "with the Holy Spirit ." Ephesians 1 :13 . Again he
says : "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption ."
Ephesians 4 :30 . Of course these Scriptures refer primarily to the work of sealing under the former rain
experience, which sealing is provisionary and . probationary . But the principle that it is the Holy Spirit
which seals the saints is certainly applicable to that final sealing brought to view in Revelation .
Since the sealing and the great outpouring of the Spirit to lighten the earth with glory are inseparable
events, the latter rain-loud cry (Revelation 18 :1-5) must be placed in the order of events just where the
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sealing is placed . Since the sealing takes place after the national Sunday law test, the latter rain must
also come after this same test .
Acts 3 :19
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord ."

Dr. Ford spends a lot of effort trying to establish that since Peter was talking to the Jews 2000 years
ago, the promise of the blotting out of sins and refreshing applied to the immediate promise of
forgiveness of restoration to divine favor in Peter's day . I will not deny a limited, local application to
the words of Peter . But as the S .D.A. Commentary points out in its comments on Acts 3 :19, it certainly
has a last day application . Just take the Index of Ellen G . White for instance, and see how many times
(in fact, almost exclusively) does she apply this Scripture to Christ's work of blotting out of sins in the
judgment and the outpouring of the latter rain (See GC 485 and 611-12, especially 1888 edition) .
Look at any Adventist publication from Crozier to Andreasen and see how consistently Adventist
writers were unanimous that this Scripture applies with peculiar force to Christ's final work in the
sanctuary and the outpouring of the latter rain . In fact, the local and immediate application of Acts
3 :19 to forgiveness and the refreshing of the Holy Spirit under the former rain serves as an illustration
of the blotting out of sins and the latter rain . I am not the least bit embarrassed by Dr . Ford's attempt
to apply Acts 3 :19 to the first work of grace in the human heart, for that serves as a beautiful
illustration of God's last work of grace . Just as you cannot separate forgiveness of sins and the reception
of the Holy Spirit into the life, so you cannot separate the blotting out of sins and the latter rain . There
is a divine order and consistency in truth . Sins are blotted out in the judgment, at the time of the
sealing, and if anyone wants to dispute that he only demonstrates that he is unaware of the first
principles of the Adventist sanctuary doctrine . And wherever you place the judgment, blotting out of
sins, and sealing of the saints you must place the latter rain, for sins are blotted out "when" or "so
that" (which ever translation is preferred) the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord ."
Dr. Ford labours hard and long to prove that the refreshing falls before the sins of God's people are
blotted out in the final atonement, exactly opposite to what Acts 3 :19 says. Truth needs no laboured
explanation. As long as Acts 3 :19 remains in the Bible it will remain an embarrassment to Dr . Ford's
theology and escatology .

THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY EVIDENCE FOR REVELATION 18 :1-5
AFTER THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW DECREE
The servant of the Lord says :
"Truth is straight, plain, clear, and stands out boldly in its own defense ; but it is not so with
error. It is so winding and twisting that it needs a multitude of words to explain it in its
crooked form ." EW 96
In harmony with this statement I submit that Spirit of Prophecy statements do not have to be
manipulated. Dr. Ford has brought his more than ordinary talents to task in a gigantic effort to
establish that the angel of Revelation 18 joins the third angel before the national Sunday law
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decree. The result is a thesis that juggles the Spirit of Prophecy about in such an involved and
complicated fashion that only the very tenacious could follow out his arguments . For instance, he
spends about 15 dizzy pages trying to explain what Ellen White means in a straightforward passage,
found in 5T 81-82 . I submit that Ellen White would not approve such use of her writings . I
promise the reader that I will present the Spirit of Prophecy statements and let them speak for
themselves without any labored explanations .
Signs of the Times

June 12, 1893

"The climax of the working of iniquity will soon be reached . When the land which the Lord
provided as an asylum for his people, that they might worship him according to the dictates
of their own consciences, the land over which for long years the shield of Omnipotence has
been spread, the land which God has favored by making it the depository of the pure religion
of Christ, - when that land shall through its legislators, abjure the principles of Protestantism,
and give countenance to Romish apostasy in tampering with God's law, - it is then that the
final work of the man of sin will be revealed . Protestants will throw their whole influence and
strength on the side of the Papacy ; by a national act enforcing the false Sabbath, they will
give life and vigor to the corrupt faith of Rome, reviving her tyranny and oppression of
conscience . Then it will be time for God to work in mighty power for the vindication of his
truth .
"The prophet says : `I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power ; and the
earth was lightened with his glory . And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen . . . . And I heard another voice from heaven saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues .
For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities .' When do her
sins reach unto heaven? When the law of God is finally made void by legislation . Then the
extremity of God's people is his opportunity to show who is the governor of heaven and
earth . As a Satanic power is stirring up the elements from beneath, God will send light and
power to his people, that the message of truth may be proclaimed to all the world ."
I leave this magnificent statement with the reader . Let it have its full weight . It does not need 10 or 20
pages to explain it until it is so mascerated that the words of Inspiration have no force left in them .
Here is a passage which directly connects the events of Revelation 13 with the message of Revelation
18 . Which comes first? How readest thou?
I would only draw attention to one point . Notice Ellen White's comment on Revelation 18 :5 : "Her sins
have reached unto heaven." She says : "When do her sins reach unto heaven? When the law of God is
finally made void by legislation ." Compare 7 BC 977.
2 SM 370-372
In the light of the last passage from Signs of the Times, the chapter in Selected Messages, Vol . 2, called
Preparing for the Final Crises, shines out in great lustre :
"The Lord has faithful watchmen on the "walls of Zion to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up
their voice like a trumpet, and show His people their transgression and the house of Jacob
their sins . The Lord has permitted the enemy of truth to make a determined effort against the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment . He designs by this means to awaken a decided interest
in that question which is a test for the last days . This will open the way for the third angel's
message to be proclaimed with power . . . .
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"With His eye upon the church, the Lord has again and again allowed matters to come to a
crisis, that in their extremity His people should look alone for His help . Their prayers, their
faith, together with their steadfast purpose to be true, have called for the interference of God,
and then He has fulfilled His promise, `Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer : thou
shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am' (Isa . 58 :9) . His mighty arm has been stretched out for
the deliverance of His people . God reserves His gracious interposition in their behalf till the
time of their extremity ; thus He makes their deliverance more marked, and their victories
more glorious. When all human wisdom fails, the Lord's interference will be more clearly
recognized, and He will receive the glory that is His due . Even the enemies of our faith,
persecutors, will perceive that God is working for His people in turning their captivity ."
6 T 401
"But, on the other hand, when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep
will hear the true Shepherd's voice . Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and
many who have strayed from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd . The
people of God will draw together, and present to the enemy a united front . In view of the
common peril, strife for supremacy will cease ; there will be no disputing as to who shall be
accounted greatest. No one of the true believers will say, `I am of Paul, or I of Apollos, or I
of Cephas.' The testimony of one and all will be, `I cleave unto Christ ; I rejoice in Him as my
personal Saviour .'
"Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will be answered the prayer of
Christ, uttered just before His humiliation and death, `That they all may be one ; as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us ; that the world may believe
that Thou hast sent Me .' John 17 :21 . The love of Christ, the love of our brethren, will testify
to the world that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him . Then will the message of the
third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the
Lord ."
Reader, you be the judge . Does the above statement teach that the loud cry sounds and lightens the
earth with the glory of God before the storm of persecution breaks or after?

Evangelism 234
and
GC 449
"No one has yet received the mark of the beast . The testing time has not yet come . There are
true Christians in every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion . None are
condemned until they have had the light and have seen the obligation of the fourth
commandment . But when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and the
loud cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his image, the
line will be clearly drawn between the false and the true . Then those who still continue in
transgression will receive the mark of the beast ." Ev . 234-235

"But when Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world shall be enlightened
concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress the command of

God, to obey a precept which has no higher authority than that of Rome, will thereby honor
popery above God ." GC 449 .
Is it not clear that the loud cry warns men after the decree goes forth?
EW 33 :85-86
"And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we
went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully . This enraged the churches and nominal
Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth . And at this time God's chosen all saw
clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us ." page
33 .
" `The commencement of that time of trouble,' here mentioned, does not refer to the time
when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are
poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary . At that time, while the work of salvation is
closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check
so as not to prevent the work of the third angel . At that time the `latter rain,' or refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel,
and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out ."
pages 85-86 .
The Spirit of Prophecy shows that it is the Sunday legislation which brings on this period of trouble, for
"the result of national apostasy will be national ruin ." RH May 2, 1893 .
Dr . Ford asserts that the latter rain-loud cry precedes this time of trouble, indeed brings it on . But how
decisive are the words of Inspiration, "At the commencement of the time of trouble we were filled with
the Holy Ghost . . . " And again, those who accept the loud cry message "came out and endured the
persecution with us ." Therefore,the loud cry sounds during the time of persecution, not prior to it, as
Dr . Ford would have us believe . See also 9 T 16 .
5 T 80-81
"The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul . The mark of the beast will
be urged upon us . Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands, and conformed
to worldly customs, will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than
subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death . The contest is
between the commandments of God and the commandments of men . In this time the gold
will be separated from the dross in the church . True godliness will be clearly distinguished
from the appearance and tinsel of it . Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy, will
then go out in darkness . Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places
where we see only floors of rich wheat . All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but
are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness .

"When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of false
brethren are distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and
with hosannas range under the banner of Christ . Those who have been timid and self-distrustful, will declare themselves openly for Christ and his truth . The most weak and hesitating in
the church, will be as David - willing to do and dare . The deeper the night for God's people,
the more brilliant the stars . Satan will sorely harass the faithful, but, in the name of Jesus,
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they will come off more than conquerors . Then will the church of Christ appear 'fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners .'
"The seeds of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts, will then spring up, and
blossom, and bear fruit . Souls will receive the truth who will endure tribulation, and praise
God that they may suffer for Jesus ."
This wonderful passage has long stood as a mighty obstacle on the path of Ford's idea of the church
giving the loud cry and lightening the earth with God's glory before the great Sabbath test . So in his
manuscript he spends 15 pages of tedious meandering to try and explain away the obvious truth of the
passage . Truly the Lord's messenger says that error "needs a multitude of words to explain it ." After
Ford comes to the end of his long explanations he usually concludes, "So it is clear . . . " If a statement
is clear, it does not need any explaining at all : I refuse to insult the reader's intelligence by attempting
an explanation of the above passage.
Evangelism 699 and 3 T 270
Whilst the last statement about the mighty sifting in the church is fresh in our minds, let us consider
two other statements :
"When we have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize
the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure ; but this will not be while the largest
portion of the church are not laborers together with God ."
"God's displeasure is upon his people, and he will not manifest his power in the midst of
them while sins exist among them, and are fostered by those in responsible positions ."
Since the Sunday law crisis finds "the great proportion . . . base metal" (5 T 136), is it not evident that
the mighty power of Revelation 18 :1 will not be manifested in the church before the sifting? The Spirit
of prophecy says that God will not manifest His power in the midst of His people while sins exist
among them . But Dr . Ford teaches that the church will be suffering from abominations and every wind
of doctrine during the time of the loud cry, for says he, the test does not come to purge the church
until the close of the loud cry . Could God use Israel to conquer Ai whilst Achan was in the camp?
Could He use Gideon's army to defeat the Midianites when the fearful and the selfish were in his army?
GC 582-592 and 603-613
The passages cited above cover two vital chapters called the Impending Conflict and The Final Warning.
In the 1884 edition of GC they are called The Impending Conflict and The Loud Cry . And just as
simply as number one comes before number two, so the period described in the chapter called The
Impending Conflict comes before The Loud Cry .
It is not within the scope of this brief paper to cite the twenty pages of these chapters, but we may
consider the high points :
The chapter called The Impending Conflict describes in great detail the events which lead up to the
passing of the national Sunday law . If, as Dr . Ford contends, the loud .cry is the main cause of passing
the national Sunday law, could we not expect Ellen White to mention this in her great chapter? But the
loud cry is not described in The Impending Conflict . In 5 T there are two chapters very similar to The
Impending Conflict chapter in GC . One is called The Coming Crisis (pages 449-454) ; the other is called
The Impending Conflict (pages 711-718) . The reader may also search these pages and will find no hint
that it is the loud cry which causes America to pass the national Sunday law decree . Instead of the
latter rain being the cause of the national decree, the Lord's servant shows that it is the false
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spiritualistic revival which deceives the nation into passing the decree . 2 (GC 588-592) . Along with the
false revival, she shows that the lawlessness and disorder, the calamities and corruption stir the nation to
strictly enforce the Sunday Sabbath in an attempt to save the nation from disaster . Then after she has
described the factors which cause America to enact a national Sunday law, she proceeds with the
chapter called The Final Warning (The Loud Cry - 1884 edition) . The chapter on the loud cry is
introduced by citing Revelation 18 :1-5 . The writer launches into a vivid description of the condition of
Babylon at the time the angel of Revelation 18 descends . "A terrible condition of the religious world is
here described ." page 603 . On page 604 she cites the very words of heavenly message : "Her sins have
reached unto heaven ." Then she comments : "She has filled up the measure 'of her guilt ." (5 T 451
shows that the decree enforcing the Sunday Sabbath fills up the cup of guilt) .
On page 6 of his thesis, Dr . Ford quotes most of GC 604-607 in an effort to prove that the loud cry
sounds before the enactment of the Sunday law . But it is significant that he leaves out the very words
which prove that when the loud cry commences, church and state have already united to enforce the
false Sabbath . Notice :
"As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through
humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service . The
laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions . Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring
the words which God gives them . The sins of Babylon will be laid open . The fearful results of
enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism, the
stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power - all will be unmasked ." GC 606
So when the time comes for the loud cry to be given, God's servants will unmask "the fearful results of
enforcing the law by civil authority .
After describing how the servants of God expose the iniquitous union of church and state, Mrs . White
continues on the next page - 607 :
"As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are called to God's
downtrodden law, Satan is astir . The power attending the message will only madden those
who oppose it . The clergy will put forth almost super-human efforts to shut away the light
lest it should shine upon their flocks . By every means at their command they will endeavor to
suppress the discussion of these vital questions . The church appeals to the strong arm of civil
power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants unite . As the movement for Sunday
enforcement becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment
keepers ."
Ignoring all that has been written in the pages before this passage, Dr . Ford seizes triumphantly upon
this passage and declares that here is the proof that the loud cry brings on the Sunday law decree . But
this passage does not say that the loud cry causes Papists and Protestants to unite to enact a Sunday

2 Also GC pages 440-449 give a detailed commentary on Revelation 13 and the . causes for the
formation of the image to the beast . There is no mention of the latter rain-loud cry, but it does say
this : "It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil government, and this
prepared the way for the development of the papacy - the beast . Said Paul : "There" shall "come a
falling away, . . . and that man of sin be revealed ." 2 Thessalonians 2 :3 . So apostasy in the church will
prepare the way for the image to the beast .
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law . Pages 588-592 have already described them as uniting for that purpose, so have pages 604 and
606 . The loud cry causes them to unite to invoke the law . The World Book Dictionary explains that the
word invoke, especially used in a legal setting, "to call or bring into effect : implement ." So the passage
is merely saying that the loud cry arouses the religious elements to demand that the law, already
enacted, be called into effect and implemented in order to silence the advocates of truth . To illustrate :
Nebuchadnezzar made an image and passed a decree that all should worship it . When the three worthies
refused to bow down, the king called his law into effect against them .
To summarize the order of events presented in GC : First comes the chapter called The Impending
Conflict. It describes the events that lead up to the passing of the Sunday law decree, without
mentioning the loud cry . Then comes the chapter called The Final Warning - (The Loud Cry 1884
edition) . The loud cry follows the period of The Impending Conflict, just as plainly as day follows
night .
Perhaps one thing more needs to be said . In spite of the clearest evidence to the contrary, Dr . Ford uses
the paragraph from GC 605-606 to try and prove that the loud cry precedes the Sunday legislation :
"But as the question of enforcing Sunday observancies is widely agitated, the event so long
doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an
effect which it could not have had before ."
Admittedly there will be a stir as the decisive crisis is seen approaching . But to say that the effect is the
loud cry is to read something into the passage which is not there . The next paragraph shows where the
loud cry sounds in relation to Sunday legislation :
"As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through
humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service . The
laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions . Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring
the words which God gives them . The sins of Babylon will be laid open . The fearful results of
enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism, the
stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power . . . all will be unmasked ." GC 606 .
So at the very commencement of the loud cry, God's servants preach against the fearful results of
enforcing the law by civil authority .
Another interesting point : The paragraph cited by Dr . Ford destroys his premise that the loud cry
causes the event.
"But as the question of enforcing 'Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event so long
doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an
effect which it could not have had before ."
So the event approaches before any impetus is given to the third angel's message!
The Latter Rain and the Sealing
I have presented the Biblical evidence that the sealing and the latter rain are inseparable events . Now
what is the evidence presented in the Spirit of Prophecy? All efforts to establish that the sealing must
precede the outpouring of the latter rain, and all efforts to prove that it comes at some time subsequent
to the outpouring of the latter rain are profitless . There are no statements that will prove the matter
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either way for the simple fact that they are inseparable events . For instance, let us consider the
following statement :
"Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain
upon them . It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul
temple of every defilement . Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon
the disciples on the day of Pentecost ." 5 T 214
Here is a statement that mentions both the seal of God and the latter rain . Does it say that one
precedes the other? No! I challenge anyone to produce any statement from Ellen G . White where she
says that one event precedes the other . Elder Peter Jarnes has very aptly said :
"The Spirit of Prophecy so closely identifies the sealing and the latter rain that it is impossible
to distinguish any different timing in the two events . The preparation for one is the
preparation for the other (cf . Testimonies for the Church, Vol . 5, p . 214) . They are both
associated with the perfecting of the saints (cf . S.D .A . Bible Commentary, Vol . 6, p . 1118 ;
Testimonies to Ministers, p . 506) ; they are both called a mark (cf . Testimonies to Ministers, p .
446 ; Testimonies for the Church, Vol . 3, p . 267 ; Selected Messages, Vol . 1, p . 337) ; they both
relate directly to the Sabbath (cf . Great Controversy, p . 640 ; Early Writings, pp . 33, 85) ; they
are both called a covering (cf . Early Writings, pp . 43, 44 ; Isaiah 4 :5) ; both are said to be a
protection for the time of trouble (cf . Early Writings, pp . 43, 44, 279 ; Testimonies to
Ministers, p . 18) ; both are said to fit the saints to live without an Intercessor (cf . Early
Writings, pp . 71, 279, 85, 86) ; both are said to prepare the saints for translation (cf .
Testimonies to Ministers,, p . 446 ; Testimonies for the Church, Vol . 1, p . 188) ; and both are
bestowed just before the close of probation (cf . Selected Messages, Vol . 1, p . 66 ; Early
Writings, pp . 85, 86) ." page 95-96 of the first edition of The Sanctuary Restored.
Now since God's people are sealed after they successfully meet the test on the Sabbath (7 BC 976), it
must be also evident that here is where they receive the latter rain too .
The latter rain constitutes God's final seal of approval . Before a believer receives the latter rain he must
have the victory "over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong
word and action ." EW 71 . Those who receive the latter rain are said to be "clothed with an armor",
kept by a double angel guard (EW 271), ripened or perfected for the harvest at the coming of Christ
(TM 506), and prepared for translation (1 T 187) . There is no hint any where that any man who
receives the latter rain will subsequently apostatize . There is every evidence that those who receive it
will be rendered eternally secure . Therefore God's decision to bestow the latter rain on a b eliever. i s
reality a decision by God to give him something that will render him eternally secure . God's decision to
give the saints the latter rain is the judgment of the living . How empty and pointless would be a
judgment of those who already have the latter rain . It is unthinkable that Christ and the angels would
search the records of latter rain saints to see if every sin is forgiven, when they have already passed that
stage to receive the latter rain in the first place . Why judge a man who has the latter rain to see if he
will be translated at the coming of Christ . Why, God's very decision to give the saints the latter rain is
His decision that he will be fitted for translation! The idea of a judgment of the living for the saints
after the time of the latter rain is as idle as the Methodist concept of a judgment for those already in
heaven or hell .
Summary
See the array of evidence presented by the Spirit of Prophecy to show that Revelation 18 :1-5 comes
after the passing of the Sunday law decree :
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"Protestants . . . by a national act enforcing the false Sabbath . . . Then it will be time for God
to work in mighty power . . . (Revelation 18 :1, 2, 4, 5 quoted)" ST June 12, 1893 .
" . . . when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us . . . then will the message of the
third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be lightened with . the glory of the
Lord ." 6 T 401 .
" . . . when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit sabbath, and the loud cry shall
warn men . . . " Ev . 234 .
"At the commencement of the time of trouble we were filled with the Holy Ghost . . . " EW
33, 85-86 .
"The mark of the beast will be urged upon us . chaff like a cloud will be borne
away . . . Then will the church of Christ appear `fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army with banners .' " 5 T 81-82 .
"Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed . As the time comes for it to be given
with greatest powers . . . men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth . . . The
fearful results of enforcing the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads of
spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power - all will be unmasked ." GC
606
The words of the Bible too are straight, plain, and clear . The angel of Revelation comes to announce
that Babylon has committed fornication with the kings of the earth, and that her sins have reached unto
heaven . (Revelation 18 :1-5) . The loud cry tidings trouble the king of the north after he sweeps through
many countries, including the glorious land, like a flood (Daniel 11 :40-44) . When the enemy comes in
like a flood, it is then that the Spirit of the Lord will lift up the standard . He will seal His people and
cause them to rise and shine (Isaiah 59 :19 - Isaiah 60 :1-3) . For the glory of the God of Israel comes
by way of the east . (Ezekiel 43 :2) . The tidings of the loud cry come out of the east (Daniel 11 :44).
The east, or sun rising, symbolizes the seal of the living God (Revelation 7 :2) . The light from the sun
fills the earth with glory . Even so does the light from the sealing of the saints fill the earth with the
glory of God . The saints are sealed by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4 :30), and sins are blotted out "when
the times -of refreshing . . . come ." Acts 3 :19 .

FIVE FALSE PREMISES
Dr. Ford's theory on the timing of Revelation 18 :1-5 is built on five premises that are utterly false .
These false premises are :
1 . That the final death decree is passed before the close of probation .
2 . That the time of Jacob's trouble commences before the close of probation .
3 . That God's people are sealed after the hour of temptation (Revelation 3 :12).
4 . That the great final harvest spoken of in the parable of the wheat and tares is equated
with the sifting at the time of the Sunday law decree .
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5 . That every living person's destiny is decided at one moment at the close of human
probation.
Let us examine these premises one by one .
l . The Final Death Decree
It is no exaggeration to say that Dr . Ford's whole theory on the timing of the sealing depends upon his
view of the final death decree . He proposes that God's people must face this decree before they are
sealed, and that this decree is passed just before probation closes .
I would like to give the reader a little background on this point . Last year (1968) Dr . Ford came to
Queensland, and while there, presented his line up of events before a group of Awakening believers . His
whole presentation was built on the idea that the great final, international death decree is passed before
the close of probation, and that "this is the test that the people of God must have before they are
sealed." (7 BC 976) . (Dr . Ford has taught this theory at college for years) . My brother John so
thoroughly disproved the theory, 3 that Dr . Ford appeared to be of the mind to give it up . But now he
has put the same error back into his published thesis on the sealing, though not so prominently . Since
this error is still being taught, it must now be exposed by the testimony of Inspiration :
"I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the
sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues . These plagues enraged the wicked against
the righteous ; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if
they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed . A decree went forth to slay
the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance . This was the time of
Jacob's trouble . Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the
voice of God . The 144,000 triumphed ." EW 36-37 .
"I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together in companies, and
living in the most solitary places . Angels provided them food and water, while the wicked
were suffering from hunger and thirst . Then I saw the leading men of the earth consulting
together, and Satan and his angels busy around them . I saw a writing, copies of which were
scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield their
peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the people were at
liberty after a certain time to put them to death ." EW 282-283 . (Note : This is in the chapter
called The Time of Trouble, and is all about the events after the close of probation) .
The next two statements explain why the final death decree could not be passed before the close of
probation :
"But so long as Jesus remains man's intercessor in the sanctuary above, the restraining
influence of the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers and people . It still controls to some extent the
laws of the land ." GC 610 .
"When Jesus leaves the most holy, his restraining Spirit is withdrawn from rulers and people .
They are left to the control of evil angels. Then such laws will be made by the counsel and
direction of Satan, that unless time should be very short, no flesh could be saved ." I T 204 .

3 This confrontation is available on tape .
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This death decree is also mentioned in GC 615, 626, and 635 . These pages are the description of The
Time of Trouble after the close of probation . On page 626 it says :
"As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against commandment keepers
shall withdraw the protection of government and abandon them to those who desire their
destruction, the people of God will flee from the cities and villages and associate together in
companies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places . Many will find refuge in the
strongholds of the mountains ." GC 626 .
It ought to be obvious that the saints do not flee to the solitary mountain places until after the close of
probation!
Dr. Ford insists that God's people must pass the test of this decree before they are sealed . But he 'has
not only ignored the evidence that the decree is passed after the close of probation, but that this decree
fixes a time for the saints to give up their faith, after which they must be killed . The time to kill the
saints arrives near the end of the seven last plagues (see GC 635) . Therefore, if this death decree is the
test that God's people must have before they are sealed, then God's people would not be sealed until
about the time they are delivered by the voice of God under the seventh plague .
Further, Dr . Ford maintains that this international death decree causes a great purging from the ranks of
Sabbath keepers . But since all the saints are sealed "prior, to the close of probation (1 SM 66), not one
Sabbath keeper will fall from the ranks by the test of this decree . EW 37 says that all the saints will be
delivered by the voice of God . Not one will fall!
Dr. Ford is certainly teaching something novel on this final death decree . The Index to Ellen G . White's
writings places this decree after - the close of probation . W . E . Read discusses this death decree in Our
Firm Foundation, Volume 2, pages 271-273 . This book is the report of the 1952 Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Conference . Each article was endorsed by a broad reading committee . After citing Early
Writings pages 36-37, Elder Reed says :
"According to this extract from Early Writings (pp . 36-37), the death decree is issued after
the `plagues' (plural) begin to fall . This, it seems, would mean at least two ."
After citing other evidence, he continues :
"If we understand this aright, it would locate the issuance of the death decree about the close
of the second plague ."
A post-probationary death decree has always been the teaching of the Seventh-day Adventists .
In the RH of Nov . 29, 1892, Elder W . H . Littlejohn says :
"Soon it will be decreed that unless they will bow to the papal Sunday, they shall neither buy
nor sell . Rev . 13 :15-17 . A little later probation will end . The Spirit of God will be withdrawn
from the earth, and it will be ordained that those who \will not hallow the papal Sabbath shall
be put to death ."
When I showed Dr . Ford that he was even out of harmony with the universal teaching of Seventh-day
Adventists on this point, he, not being without a sense of humor, slapped me on the shoulder, saying,
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"Then I'll be like Brinsmead, and go it alone ." But now his manuscript urges us to submit any divergent
teaching to the judgment of the "brethren of experience" . Oh, Dr. Ford, what you do thunders so loudly in
my ears that I cannot hear what you say!
"Confusion is multiplied through a failure to distinguish between the two main decrees .
The First Decree
Made by the image beast (U .S .A .) . 5 T 451 ; Rev. 13 :11-17 .
The test before we are sealed . SDA . Comm . 7 :976 .
Followed by every nation on the globe . 6 T 395.
Contains the threat of death . 5 T 81 .
Test for the church before the loud cry . 5T 81-2 ; 6 T 401 . ; 2 SM . 380 .
The Universal Death Decree
Made after the close of probation . EW 282, 34, 37 ; GC . 615 .
Made by a world-wide legislature . EW 282 ; PK . 512 .
People given liberty to kill saints . GC 615 .
Cannot be made before probation closes . GC 610-611 .
Marks the commencement of the time of Jacob's trouble . EW 36, 37 .
Quoted from Weighed in the Balances, pages 29-30 .
It appears that Dr . Ford is straining to prove that God's people must face the fiercest persecution before
they are sealed . But the fiercest persecution comes after the angels let loose the four winds, not before that
event . See GC 610 .
2. The Time of Jacob's Trouble
On page 62 of his manuscript, Dr . Ford contends that the time of Jacob's trouble begins before the close of
probation . Allow me to defend the denominational teaching that is set forth in Our Firm Foundation, one
of the most authoritive books ever written on Adventist doctrines :
"Hence it would seem that the time of Jacob's trouble would begin after the general time of
trouble had begun ." Vol . 2, page 271 .
What does Ellen White teach?
"Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial through which
the people of God must pass just before Christ's second coming . . . When Christ shall cease his
work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of trouble will begin ." page 201 .
Dr. Ford is not content with those words, but insists that Jacob's trouble begins before the close of
probation . I protest this undisguised perversion of direct Spirit of Prophecy statements . If Sister White says
"When Christ ceases His work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of trouble will begin ." We ought
to leave it at that .
How has Dr . Ford gotten into this dilemma where he must flatly contradict the Spirit of Prophecy? He
reads GC 616 where it says that the international death decree plunges the saints "into those scenes of
affliction and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob's trouble ." And since he contends that
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this death decree comes prior to the close of probation he thinks that the time of Jacob's trouble must
commence prior to the close of probation . So one error leads to another through strenuous efforts to teach
his major error - namely that the saints are not sealed until after the loud cry . The Spirit of Prophecy is
dissected and juggled about until white means black and black means white . See the prophet say that the
seven plagues enrage the wicked to pass a death decree . See Dr. Ford say that the seven plagues don't mean
the seven last plagues at all, but some trouble before the close of probation . See the prophet say that the
time of Jacob's trouble begins after Jesus has ceased to mediate . See the unflappable doctor blandly say
that it begins before the close of probation . He is certainly way out on a limb, without any recognized Bible
teacher in the whole denomination to support him, yet his manuscript advocates us to submit divergent
teachings to the judgment of the "brethren of experience" . 0 consistency, thou art a jewel!
3 . The Hour of Temptation
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth . Behold,
I come quickly : hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown . Him that
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out : and I will
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God : and I will write upon him my new
name ." Revelation 3 :10-12 .
The first premise that Dr . Ford presents in his paper is that this "hour of temptation" must precede the
sealing and close of probation . The reader will readily see that the above Scripture does not prove any such
thing . It is certainly a novel innovation to Adventist escatology to teach that the sealing takes place after
"The hour of temptation ." The expression, hour of temptation, in its escatological setting, refers to the
time of the seven last plagues . Since most of Revelation is a mosaic of citations from the Old Testament, it
is apparent that the expression, hour of temptation, refers back to the plagues on Egypt, which were called
"the great temptations ." Deut . 7 :19 ; 29 :3.
In a communication to Eli Curtis, Ellen White leaves no room for doubt as to when the final hour of
temptation comes :
"You think, that those who worship before the saint's feet, (Rev . 3 :9), will at last be saved . Here
I must differ with you : for God shew (sic) me that this class were professed Adventists, who had
fallen away, and `crucified to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame' .
And in the `hour of temptation,' which is yet to come, to show out every one's true character,
they will know that they are forever lost ; and overwhelmed with anguish of spirit, they will bow
at the saint's feet ."A Word to the Little Flock, page 12 .
On page 3 of the same little book, James White also reveals that he believed the hour of temptation to be
the period of the seven last plagues .
GC 619 places the hour of temptation in the time of trouble, after the close of probation . The reader is also
recommended to compare EW 279 and 85-86 .
In the light of the foregoing, the reader may judge the soundness of a theory that stands or falls on the idea
of the sealing taking place after the hour of temptation .
4 . The Harvest
"The wheat and tares grow together until the harvest . . . "COL 75
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and the harvest is the

end of probationary time ." COL 72 "When the mission of the gospel is completed, the judgment
will accomplish the work of separation ." COL 122
Dr. Ford applies this harvest to an event that takes place just as probation is closing . He makes it coincide
with the final death decree against the saints, and presents it as evidence that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is not sifted until after the loud cry has completed its mission .
But the great spiritual sifting and shaking of the Seventh-day Adventist Church brought to view in 5 T
80-81, and the harvest brought to view in the parable of the wheat and the tares are not one and the same
event, as Dr. Ford contends on pages 26 and 27 of his thesis . The first takes place before the mission of the
gospel is completed ; the other after the mission of the gospel is completed .
When Inspiration speaks of the great eschatological harvest, we should notice that this harvest takes place at
the time of the second advent, "the end of the world ." Christ's words, recorded in Matthew 13, leave no
room for misunderstanding.
"Let both (wheat and tares) grow together until the harvest . . . . the harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels . As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ;
so shall it be in the end of this world . The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and they shall
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them
into a furnace of fire ." Matthew 13 :30, 39-42.
Revelation 14 also places the harvest at the second advent . So does Testimonies to Ministers, page 506, and
Christ's Object Lessons, page 69 . Ellen White's comments in Christ's Object Lessons concerning the parables
of the tares and wheat and of the fish and the net, are in harmony with the plain words of the Bible . "The
wheat and tares grow together until the harvest, the end of the world," Christ's Object Lessons, page, 75.
This harvest is not during probationary time, but at "the end of probationary time ." Ibid., page 72 . To try
to prove that the close of probation itself is the harvest does violence to the plain words of Inspiration .
Another statement which is sometimes misused is as follows : "When the mission of the gospel is completed,
the judgment will accomplish the work of separation ." Ibid ., page 122 . What judgment is referred to in this
passage? The context clearly shows that the servant of the Lord is speaking of the judgment at the end of
the world. She quotesthe words of Jesus : "So shall it be at the end of the world : the angels shall come
forth, and sever the wicked from the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth ." Matthew 13 :49, 50 . We must not overlook the fact that the great day of Christ's
coming is called the judgment, the time when "the great final separation" will take place . (See Child
Guidance, pages 561,564 ; Testimonies to Ministers, page 234 ; Desire of Ages, page 333 .)
The judgment spoken of in Christ's Object Lessons, page 122, is not the investigative judgment . The
investigative judgment does not take place after the mission of the gospel is completed . It takes place during
the gospel dispensation, not after it . According to Revelation 14 :6, 7, the investigative judgment is part of
the everlasting gospel . It takes place within probationary time, not at "the end of probationary time ."
It is very poor scholarship to take Christ's parabolic words about His second Advent and apply them to a
supposed order of events in relation to the latter rain and sealing .
5 . The Close of Probation
Dr. Ford and Pastor Naden conceive of the close of probation as the time when the Lord judges and seals all
the living in one fiat . Dr. Ford does grant that the sealing takes place before probation closes, but in the
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extreme sense of just as probation is closing . Pastor Naden is more bold and says, "Blotting out of sins and
cleansing in the sanctuary takes place after probation closes . . . Except for those who have already grieved
away the Holy Spirit, probation closes for all the living at the same moment ." Perfecting of the Saints, page
28.
This teaching on the close of probation is not consisient with the facts of Inspiration, for the following
reasons :
1 . The sealing of the 144,000 is a period of time .
"And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the
threshold of the house . And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's
inkhorn by his side ; and the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof . . . . And, behold, the man clothed with linen,
which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast
commanded me ." Ezekiel 9 :3, 4, 11 .
The Spirit of Prophecy says :
"Especially in the closing work of the church, in the sealing time of the 144,000 . . . " 3 T 266 .
(emphasis mine)
This sealing time is said to be "in the closing work of the church ." In another place this closing work is
called the time of the latter rain . (See EW 85-86) . The sealing time begins after the decree goes forth that
men must worship the false Sabbath (GC 605) : As the test goes to all people in all parts of the world they
make their final decision for the mark of the beast or the seal of God (Ibid .) After all have received either
the mark or the seal, the sealing angel returns to heaven and reports that the saints have all been sealed .
Then Jesus announces the close of probation .
2. The sealing takes place before the close of probation .
"Reference to our published works will show our belief that the living righteous will receive the
seal of God prior to the close of probation ; also that these will enjoy special honors in the
kingdom of God ." 1 SM 66 .
"An angel with a writer's inkhorn by'his side returned from the earth and reported to Jesus that
his work was done, and the saints were numbered and sealed . Then I saw Jesus, who had been
ministering before the ark containing the ten commandments, throw down the censer. He raised
His hands, and with a loud voice said, `It is done .' And all the angelic host laid off their crowns as
Jesus made the solemn declaration, `He that is unjust, let him be unjust still : and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still : and he that is
holy, let him be holy still ." EW 279-280 .
3. Men close their probation individually when they receive the mark of the beast . All men do not receive
the mark of the beast in one simultaneous act . They receive it when they yield to the decree to honor
Sunday when they have evidence that is contrary to the Bible (See 7 BC 980, also GC 449) . The mark is
called "the mark of eternal separation from God ." TM 234 . Every man is not tested on the Sabbath at the
same moment of time.
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4. The close of probation is not an arbitrary act on the part of God . The Lord will not close human
probation until every intelligent person on earth has come to the point of final decision . Men individually
close their own probation in response to truth (DA 57-58) . Do all men come to the point of final decision
on one split second of time? Obviously not!
Pastor Naden unwittingly admits a great truth : He says : "Except for those who have already grieved away
the Holy Spirit, probation closes for all the living at the same moment ." Do not those who reject the latter
rain, the ultimate manifestation of the Holy Spirit, grieve the Holy Spirit and close their probation by so
doing? And conversely, those who receive the latter rain accept God's ultimate spiritual blessing and
thereby are sealed, as it is written, "And grieve not the Holy Spirit whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption ." Ephesians 4 :30 . If Dr . Ford and Pastor Naden can demonstrate that all men either refuse or
accept the latter rain in the same moment, then I will grant that they are right .
5 . The close of probation is merely the announcement that destinies have been decided .
"When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who in all ages have
professed to be followers of Christ have been examined and decided, then,,and not till then,
probation will close, and the door of mercy will be shut ." GC 428 .
"When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have been decided for
life or death ." GC 490.

On page 51 of his thesis Dr . Ford maintains that the judgment of the living is not a period of time . But why
does Ellen White say, "Now, when the great work ° of the judging of the living is about to begin . . . " Would
you talk about a thing beginning if it consisted in one act? Do you talk about the decree of Revelation
22 :11 beginning, the second coming of Christ beginning, or the resurrection of the dead beginning? No! But
you could say that the loud cry begins for it covers a period of time . So Inspiration speaks of the judgment
the living beginning.
Dr. Ford's five major premises are erroneous : The death decree is not passed before the close of probation .
The time of Jacob's trouble does not begin before the close of probation . The saints do not pass through
the hour of temptation before they are sealed . The great harvest of Matthew 13, being at the second
Advent, is not the same as the sifting of the Seventh-day Adventist Church brought to view in 5 T 81 . The
judgment of the living and the sealing are not one act at the close of human probation .

COMPLETE LACK OF BIBLE EVIDENCE
Dr . Ford's theory of Revelation 18 :1-5 before the Sunday law decree and before the sealing is conspicuous
for its complete lack of Bible evidence .
It is true that, his paper cites 7 Bible passages . But an examination of the Bible passages will soon show that
there is not even a suspicion of evidence presented for his theory . Dr. Ford merely uses a text from the
Bible as a jumping off point to weave together various statements from the Spirit of Prophecy . This is not
what Ellen White meant when she admonished us to support our teachings from the Bible and the Bible
only .
Any true teaching must stand alone on the plain words of the Bible . Any teaching is suspect that has to be
bolstered by extracts from the Testimonies. Let his seven texts stand alone and it becomes most apparent
that his teaching is only based on extracts from the Testimonies .
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Let us briefly examine his seven Bible passages :
1 . Revelation 3 :10-12 : If anyone thinks he can prove that the loud cry comes before the
Sunday law decree or the sealing from that Scripture he just proves that his fertile imagination is
not governed by responsible Bible scholarship .
2. Revelation 13 :13-18 and Revelation 14 :1 : Dr. Ford must know that there is not even a hint
in that Scripture that the loud cry precedes the Sunday law test .
3 . Revelation 17:12-14 : This text is not even on the point, but Dr . Ford uses it as a pretext to
cite some statements from the Spirit of Prophecy . Without the Spirit of Prophecy statements
(which are good in their place) the Bible passage would not even be relevant to the point under
discussion . Surely a Bible teacher ought to set a good example of how to establish our doctrines
from the Bible!

4. Daniel 11 :44, 45 : Really, this is the only passage of the entire seven that is even relevant to
the point. Superficially it may appear that Dr . Ford has a point : Verse 44 shows us that the
tidings from the east and the north (the loud cry) stir up the papacy to great fury . But it does not
say that it stirs him up to make the Sunday law decree . That is pure inference on the part of Dr .
Ford, and an erroneous inference at that . He has ignored two simple facts about the context of
the passage :

a) The sifting in the church brought to view in Daniel 11 :41 precedes the tidings from the
east and the north . We all know that it is the Sunday test which sifts the church .
b) The tidings (loud cry) come out of the east (Verse 44) . Revelation 7 :2 and Ezekiel 43 :2
liken the sealing to the sun rising in the east . This is what lightens the earth with the glory of
God . Verse 44 shows that the latter rain and sealing are inseparable . See my comments on
Daniel 11 :40-45 on pages 9 and 10 .
Since the Bible uses the image and the decree made by the king of Babylon as a type of the coming Sunday
law decree, we may ask ourselves this question : Did the king of Babylon make the decree to worship the
image because he was full of fury with the three worthies, or did he become full of fury with the three
worthies because they refused to worship his image? To answer that question is to explain Verse 44 .
5 . Mathew 24 :14-21 : Again, there is not even a suspicion of proof that the loud cry comes
before the great Sunday law test . Again, Dr . Ford uses the text as a pretext to misapply some
more Spirit of Prophecy . The Spirit of Prophecy likens the approach of the Roman armies to the
approach of the national Sunday law decree, which she says, is a sign to leave the large cities (See
5 T 451 and 464). The international death decree, coming very soon after the close of probation
is the signal for, the saints to go to the most solitary places in the mountains . (GC 626, EW
36-37) .
6 . Revelation 6:14-17 and 7:1-4 : The reader will readily appreciate that this passage of
Scripture gives no proof of the order of events under discussion . But it provides Dr . Ford with
another jumping off point to quote the following statement from the Day-Star of March 14,
1846 :
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"Just before we entered it (the time of trouble) we all received the seal of the living God ."
That statement cannot be used to prove that the saints receive the seal of God after the latter rain, for the
same writer says that the latter rain also falls "just before" the close of probation . See EW 85-86 . And when
you put the two statements together they merely offer more evidence that you cannot separate the time of
the sealing from the time of the latter rain .
7 . Revelation 14 :6-12 : This is the only Scripture that Dr . Ford uses without Spirit of Prophecy
references . Even though there is not the slightest hint given in the Scripture that the loud cry
precedes the Sunday law, Dr . Ford makes a few fuddled comments and says, "This again makes it
quite clear that the loud cry precedes the sealing of those who reject the mark of the beast ."
Dr. Ford's favorite expression throughout his paper goes like this : "This makes it quite clear . . . " If a point
is really clear it goes without saying it .
Dr. Ford has not presented any Bible evidence . It is a significant fact that for a long time the only text he
used to support his theory was Revelation 3 :10-12 . He was often reminded that one irrelevant passage of
Scripture provided no basis for an attack on the Awakening message . The preliminary edition of his paper
still only contained that one Bible passage as support . Evidently feeling that he should have more texts to
bolster his position, he inserted six more Bible passages in the .final edition of his manuscript . It appears he
went looking for texts to support his theory . Hardly a scholastic approach!
Dr. Ford cites Ellen White's admonition to a certain brother who was teaching fanciful ideas on the Bible .
She advised the brother to try his strained interpretation to those outside of the Advent faith . Evidently Dr .
Ford feels that this is good advice to me . I accept the advice as sound . In different countries of the world I
have had the privilege of preaching the Advent Awakening message to non-Adventists as well as Adventists .
Some of these dear souls outside the faith have responded, and have been brought to keep the Sabbath, to
love and to look for the soon coming of the Lord Jesus Christ . I have never been embarrassed that those not
of the Advent faith have attended Awakening meetings . Again and again, the Spirit has given evidence of
His work upon their hearts through the preaching of the Awakening message .
But I submit that Dr. Ford ought to accept the advice himself . Let him go to intelligent, Bible believing
Christians not of our faith and present to them what he is trying to prove in his manuscript . For my part I
cannot believe he would do it . He wrote a little book suitable for the world called Treasury of God's Word .
It is excellent . I have recommended it to a number of people . The reasoning is concise . The presentation
does not manipulate Scripture but just lets it speak for itself .
It meets the test, "Truth is straight, plain, clear, stands out boldly in its own defence ." But his manuscript
on the sealing bears no comparison to that little book . It is a blot on his scholarship .

AN UNSOUND USE OF THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY
Dr. Ford violates five basic principles in sound usage of the Spirit of Prophecy .
1 . Not A Primary Basis of Doctrinal Proof
We should not try to use the Spirit of Prophecy as a primary basis for proving a doctrine . If Dr . Ford's
paper had to stand on the Bible alone, it would not even make sense . He should try to present some solid
Bible evidence from the Bible and the Bible only . After he has done that, the Spirit of Prophecy statements
may have their weight to illuminate what has already been clearly established by the Bible.
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2 . Expository and Literary Use of Bible Passages
Sometimes Ellen White quotes Bible texts in an expository sense . Sometimes she merely uses the words of
the text, not in an expository sense, but for literary convenience, or because the principle stated in the text
is applicable to the point under discussion .
For instance, GC 17 quotes Revelation 18 :7 in describing the Jewish nation just before its destruction in 70
A.D : But we would not seize on this as the real interpretation of Revelation 18 :7. The Scripture is
describing Babylon just before the seven plagues are poured upon her .
In EW 274 there is a description of the iniquity of the Sunday keeping churches about 100 years ago . The
angel is reported saying : "Their sins and pride have reached unto heaven ." This is an expression borrowed
from Revelation 18 :5 . But this does not prove that Babylon had then fully reached the condition described
in Revelation 18 :1-5, for some years later, Ellen White said that Babylon had not yet reached her complete
moral fall (See GC 389-90). In another place, the servant of the Lord does use Revelation 18 :5 in a real
expository sense . Notice :
"The prophet says : `I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power ; and the
earth was lightened with his glory . And lie cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the
great is fallen, is fallen . . . And I heard another voice from heaven saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues . For her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath'remembered her iniquities .' When do her sins reach unto
heaven? When the law of God is finally made void by legislation . Then the extremity of God's
people is his opportunity to show who is the governor of heaven and earth . As a Satanic power is
stirring up the elements from beneath, God will send light and power to his people, that the
message of truth may be proclaimed to all the world ." ST . June 12, 1893 .
It will be noticed from the above passage, that Ellen White is giving an exposition of the meaning of
Revelation 18 :5 . She shows that it is finally fulfilled after the passing of the Sunday law decree . But when
such powerful evidence as this is presented, Dr . Ford seeks to nullify it by citing places like EW 274 . He
does not seem to appreciate that a direct exposition of Scripture must take precedence over a literary use of
the words of Scripture . If other people followed Dr . Ford's example and built doctrine on Ellen White's
literary use of Bible texts, what a mass of strange teachings would arise!

3 . Context Must Determine Meaning of Expressions
Throughout the writings of Ellen White, there are a number of expressions and phrases that re-occur . It is a
grave mistake to suppose that this is proof that the writer is talking about the same thing . For instance,
time of trouble generally means the period after the close of probation when the seven last plagues are
being poured out . But in very rare occasions, such as EW 85, she uses the expression to refer to a short
period just before the close of probation .
It is a mistake to suppose that she always uses a uniformity of terminology . Ten years ago, I was not able to
find one instance where the Spirit of Prophecy called the close of probation "the decree ." In all her works
which were then available, the expression "when the decree goes forth" referred to the Sunday law issue .
So in Weighed in the Balances I remarked that she never calls the close of probation the decree. I was
wrong . There is such a statement in RH August 23, 1898 .
Another illustration : If the reader will compare 5 T 473 with GC 618, 619, and 621, he will see that the
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two books use whole sentences almost word for word . But 5 T is dealing with events at the time of the
sealing of the saints, and GC is dealing with the experience of God's people after the close of probation .
Similar, or even identical expressions do not prove that the writer is describing the same event .
The meaning of an expression must primarily be determined by its context . Failure to do this appears to be
Dr . Ford's most serious misuse of the Spirit of Prophecy . He catches up an expression in one book and
relates it to another expression in another book . A classical example of this was the way he tries to explain
5 T 81-82 - a straightforward passage that does not have to be explained. Yet Dr . Ford spent about 15,
pages weaving bits and pieces of Spirit of Prophecy statements together in an effort to "explain" 5 T 81-82 .
There is not always a uniformity of expression in the Bible, not even in books written by the same authors .
In one place Paul uses the word flesh to mean body (Galations 2 :20) ; in another place flesh has the
theological meaning of man's natural state (Romans 8 :8) . The Hebrew word for spirit may mean breath,
wind, Holy Spirit, or character, depending on its context .
When Dr . Ford reads "final test" in GC 613, and "great final test" in COL 412 he concludes that they must
mean the same thing, and proceeds to build a whole theory on it . But let us see why this is erroneous :
In COL, page 412, the servant of the Lord says :
"It is in a crisis that character is revealed . When the earnest voice proclaimed at midnight,
`Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet him,' and the sleeping virgins were roused
from their slumbers, it was seen who had made preparation for the event . Both parties were taken
unawares ; but one was prepared for the emergency, and the other was found without
preparation . So now, a sudden and unlooked-for calamity, something that brings the soul face to
face with death, will show whether there is any real faith in the promises of God . It will show
whether the soul is sustained by grace . The great final test comes at the close of human
probation, when it will be too late for the soul's need to be supplied ."

Let us now compare statements where similar expressions are used to refer to two different events :
Before Probation Closes

At the Close of Probation

"The Lord has shown me clearly that the image
of the beast will be formed before probation
closes; for it is to be the great test for the people
of God, by which their eternal destiny will be
decided . . . This is the test that the people of
God must have before they are sealed ." 7 BC
976.

"The great final test comes at the close of
human probation ." COL 412 .

"Reference to our published works will show
our belief that the living righteous will receive
the seal of God prior to the close of probation . I
SM 66.
Does the great test of 7 BC 9.76 mean the same thing as the great final test of COL 412? How could it be
when one comes before probation closes, before the saints are sealed, and the other comes at the close of
probation, after the saints are sealed . Then how are we to determine what great test or final test or any test
means? By studying the context! Dr . Ford repeatedly fails to do this . Instead, he interprets the meaning of
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an expression by running all over the Spirit of Prophecy to gather a phrase here and there . This is the very
usage of the Spirit of Prophecy that Mrs . White condemned .
The passage in COL 412 is a commentary on the parable of the ten virgins . The chapter contains no hint
about Sunday laws . It is not a discussion on the order of events . We must remember that COL was specially
prepared for sale to the public . The message of the chapter is that professed Christians should live
Christ-like lives in preparation for the great Day of God and the coming of Christ . Then she says : "It is in a
crisis that character is revealed . . . The great final test comes at the close of human probation, when it is too
late for the soul's need to be supplied ." Final test here simply means final test of character after
probationary time has ceased .
But let it be repeated : the final test on the Sabbath question, meaning the test that the saints must have
before they are sealed, does not come after probationary time has ceased, but before the close of probation .
(7 BC 976) . And God's people must be sealed "prior to the close of probation ." I SM 66 . Again,
Inspiration says : "No one has yet received the mark of the beast . The testing time has not yet come . . . But
when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit Sabbath, and the loud cry of the third angel shall
warn men against .the worship of the beast and his image, the line will be clearly drawn between the false
and the true ." Ev . 234 . So the great test on the Sabbath is the period of the loud cry - certainly before the
close of probation .
Dr. Ford's theory collapses under the weight of its own inconsistencies . He says that the midnight cry of
COL 412 is the loud cry . But the midnight cry of COL 412 comes "at the close of human probation ."
Nowhere in the passage does Ellen White apply the midnight cryy to the loud cry . Dr. Ford is trying to read
something into the passage . Look at her own recitation of the parable and its application :
RECITATION
"When the earnest voice proclaimed at midnight, `Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to
meet him,' and the sleeping virgins were roused from their slumbers, it was seen who had made
preparation for the event . Both parties were taken unawares ; but one was prepared for the
emergency, and the other was found without preparation ."
APPLICATION
"So now, a sudden and unlooked-for calamity, something that brings the soul face to face with
death, will show whether there is any real faith in the promises of God . It will show whether the
soul is sustained by grace . The great final test comes at the close of human probation, when it
will be too late for the soul's need to be supplied ." COL 412 .
Now what is the writer's own application of the cry at midnight? A sudden and unlooked for calamity at
the close of human probation . Hardly the loud cry!
I am not denying that Ellen White may give other applications to the story of the ten virgins . In GC she uses
the same parable to describe the experience of the Advent believers in 1844 . In other places she may
compare the midnight cry to the sounding of the loud cry, or the coming of the Bridegroom to the work of
judging the living . But that is not the use she makes of the parable in COL . Here the coming of the
Bridegroom is used to illustrate the second coming of Christ, and the cry at midnight to the awful
realization that the day of grace has ended .
In any case, the attempt to build a doctrine on a parable is unsound Biblical exegesis . This is generally
recognized by Bible scholars . Parables illustrate rather than prove .
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Let us look at another statement where the term final test does not mean the Sabbath test which comes
before the close of probation :
"As Christ was glorified on the day of Pentecost, so will he again be glorified in the closing work
of the gospel, when he shall prepare a people to stand the final test, in the closing conflict of the
great controvery ." The prophet describes the enemy's plan of battle, saying : "Quote Revelation
13 :11-15 ; Revelation 17 :14 ; Revelation 18 :1, 2, 4, 5 ."
On page 3 of his manuscript, Dr . Ford quotes only part of the above statement to prove that Revelation
18 :1-5 comes before the Sunday test of Revelation 13 :11-17 . Of course his contention rests entirely on the
assumption that the expression final test means the Sunday law test before the close of probation . But
there are two reasons for rejecting his assumption :
1 . In the full context of the statement, as quoted above, the reader will . notice that Ellen White quotes
Revelation 18 immediately after Revelation 13 :11-15 and 17 :14 . This indicates that the angel comes down
after the Sunday law decree . So the statement is in perfect harmony with the statement from ST June 12,
1893, already quoted on page 10, which shows that Revelation 18 :1-5 comes after the passing of the
Sunday law decree .
2 . In numerous other places Ellen White shows that the latter rain prepares God's people for that great
period of final testing during the time of trouble . Notice :
"As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last conflict, `the time of
Jacob's trouble,' they will grow up into Christ, and will partake largely of His spirit . As the third
message swells to a loud cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful
people of God will partake of that glory . It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens them
to pass through the time of trouble . Their faces will shine with the glory of that light which
attends the third angel ." 1 • T 353 .
"At that time the `latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord will come to give
power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the
seven last plagues shall. b e poured out ." EW 86 .
"The work of this angel (Rev . 18 :1) comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of
the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry . And the people of God are thus prepared to
stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet ." EW 277 .
"The power of God had rested upon His people ; they had accomplished their work and were
for the trying hour before them ." EW 279 . (The context shows this trying hour is the
great time of trouble .)
prepared

"They have received `the latter rain,' `the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,' and they are
for the trying hour before them ." GC 613 .

prepared

"God's people were strengthened by the excellent glory which rested upon them in rich
abundance and prepared them to endure the hour of temptation" (the time of trouble) . EW 279 .

Comparing statements from the Spirit of Prophecy is legitimate when teaching is compared with teaching .
But to base conclusions on comparing expressions with expression is very unsound exergesis .
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4 . Comments on Scripture Must be Compared With Scripture
If Ellen White is presenting a commentary on a certain Bible passage, her comments must not be pushed so
far that they bear no comparison with the original teaching set forth in the Bible .
Example : In COL the servant of the Lord writes on the parables of the tares and the, net . At the beginning
of each chapter it states that the comments are based on Matthew 13 .
Dr . Ford uses Ellen White's comments in order to prove that the great sifting in the church, described in 5 T
81, takes place at the end of the loud cry, just before probation closes . But when we go back to Christ's
own words about the tares and the net, we see' how far fetched these ideas are . In his parables, Jesus was
not giving a study on the order of last day events . He was simply stating that the great final harvest takes
place at the end of the world : i.e . when He comes again . See my comments on -page 9, comments on
Harvest .
Let the doctor try to prove that Revelation 18 :1-5 comes prior to the time of the Sunday law test from the
words of Jesus in Matthew 13 : "Let the wheat and tares grow together until the harvest . . . the harvest is
the end of the world ." Unless the words of Jesus cited in the Bible prove the point, it is not sound
scholarship to use Ellen White's comments on the words of Jesus to prove it .
5 . Ambiguous Passages Must be Clarified by Non-ambiguous Passages

We all know that we do not base our Bible doctrines on ambiguous texts . For example, consider the
doctrine oh the state of the dead . Philippians 1 :23 might be taken to mean that the saints go immediately
to heaven if it were not for the explicit pronouncements elsewhere in Paul and other places in the Bible . We
do not build the doctrine on a text that could, by itself, be understood in two different ways . We find a
passage that is so explicit that it can only be taken one way . In this light we clarify passages that are of
more doubtful meaning.
Dr. Ford repeatedly fails to follow this principle in his use of the Spirit of Prophecy . There are numerous
instances that could be given, but I will cite just one classical example : the final death decree . There are
statements that do not decisively show whether the decree comes before the close of probation or after it .
If we only had such statements we could present some reasons that seemed to support either position . But
there are passages that leave no room for deduction . The reader does not even have to reason the statement
out, for the declaration is decisive . One such passage is Early Writings 36-37 :
"I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the
sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues . These plagues enraged the wicked against
the righteous ; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if
they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed . A decree went forth to slay the
saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance . This was the time of Jacob's
trouble . Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of
God ."

Yet Dr . Ford will try and explain this statement away by using some obscure deductions which he makes
from some other statements . Instead of letting the decisive statement clarify the ambiguous ones, he tries to
explain away the decisive one in the light of the ambiguous one . If the reader wants living proof of this, let
him if he has the opportunity, ask Dr . Ford how he explains EW 36-37 . Then come to the main point, and
ask him how he explains 6 T 401 and the magnificent statement from ST June 12, 1893 which places
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Revelation 18 :1-5 after the national Sunday law decree .
5 . In some _passages where the Spirit of Prophecy speaks of the time of Jacob's trouble it is not clear
whether it means that this time begins just before or after the close of probation . 5 T 451 is such a passage .
Evidently in such places the servant of the Lord feels that it is unnecessary to deal with that point . But Dr.
Ford will hang onto such ambiguous passages like a bulldog when there are such definite passages such as PP
201 which clarify the point that the time of Jacob's trouble begins after the close of probation . Now Dr.
Ford explains the statement in PP 201 in the light of his interpretation of 5 T 451, whereas he should take
the plain statement that does not need to be explained, and use that to settle any ambiguous statement .
Some Final Remarks
If the reader has followed through the arguments and reasons presented, by Dr . Ford and myself, it will be
evident that at present we do not hold each other's view on the subject in high esteem . But our attitude to
each other's theology is not a reflection on our attitude to each other personally . On a personal level we
are not enemies, but friends. Dr. Ford is one of those "big" men who does not allow theological differences
to affect his charity . As a man I regard him as a prince in Israel . We both believe that theological differences
are no excuse for personal bitterness, and we resolve to demonstrate that personal courtesy and charity may
reign in the midst of sharp differences of opinion .

THE END OF SIN - FINAL ATONEMENT OR SECOND ADVENT
(A Reply to Pastor L C . Naden)

Introduction
A little book, written by Pastor L . D . Naden, has just been published . It is called The Perfecting of the
Saints. I have the same article in manuscript form . This is entitled, The Perfecting of the Saints - Why the
Church Rejects the So-Called Awakening Message .
While Dr . Ford grapples with one doctrinal pillar of the Awakening message - the timing of Revelation
18:1-5 - Pastor Naden grapples with the other pillar - the final eradication of the root of sin .
The Awakening message proclaims that the root of sin, sometimes called original sin, inherited sin, the
sinful nature, inbred sin, etc ., is to be fully eradicated through Christ's final work of atonement in the holy
of holies of the heavenly sanctuary .
Pastor Naden takes issue with this concept, and makes his point that this final eradication of sin from the
saints takes place at the second Advent of Christ . Says he : ". . . the root of sin will not be eradicated from
our natures until the second advent ." Perfecting of the Saints, page 18 .
"At the second advent, he (the believer) is glorified, he receives a crown of righteousness, the
root of sin will then be totally and finally eradicated from his nature and he will then become
eternally sinless ." Ibid. p . 25 .
"We reach a state of perfection and sinlessness only at the second advent ." Ibid . p. 26 .
"Some day soon the root of sin will be totally and finally eradicated from our natures at the
second advent of our Lord and we will become righteous by nature ." Ibid . p. 29 .
Lest the reader misunderstand or misrepresent what Pastor Naden teaches, I want to make it crystal clear
that he does not teach that the saint will be committing actual sin (acts of sin) until the second advent of
Christ. He is quite sound on the basic Christian concept that a born again Christian does not allow sin to
reign in his experience . Of the born again believer, he says, "In other words the root of indwelling sin is still
there, but it must not be allowed to reign ." Ibid . p . 26 . I heartily endorse these last words by Pastor Naden .
So with John Wesley, we can say this about the disputed point :
"The question is not concerning outward sin, whether a child of God commit sin or no . We all
agree and earnestly maintain, `He that committeth sin is of the devil .' We agree, `Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin .' "Sin in Believers, page 7 .
An About-Face Change

About ten years ago, Pastor Naden began preaching and writing against the Awakening message . Some of
his sermons and articles are still extant . The significant point is that his present major premise against the
message is in complete and in irreconcilable conflict with his former premise against the message .
About ten years ago an Awakening, caused by a re-study of the sanctuary question, began in the
Australasian Division . Some of us had been studying about the preparation necessary to stand in the great
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Day of God . Certain questions had puzzled us for years . We believed in repentance, faith, baptism, the new
birth and Christian sanctification . Although we could rejoice in forgiveness of sins and present power for
obedience unto life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we were equally aware that we could not possibly live,
as we were, without an Intercessor in the sanctuary above . This was not a concern about actual sin, but
about the sinfulness of human nature . The universal testimony of men of God in all ages, as well as our own
experience, told us that sinfulness still dwelt in the lives of regenerate people . And while such sinfulness
remained, we realized that we could not live without an Intercessor in the sanctuary above .
But as we studied the sanctuary question, we found, what we earnestly believed, was the answer to our
problem . In harmony with the type as set forth in Leviticus 16, we saw that before Jesus would leave the
sanctuary, He would make a final atonement for all His true children . Upon the evidence presented in
Inspiration, we believed that this final atonement would put a final end to the sin problem - it would blot
out sin, remove the "filthy garments" of that record of inherited and cultivated sinfulness, and perfect and
seal God's people by the mighty infilling of the latter rain . (See EW 254 ; Leviticus 16 :30 ; Malachi 3 :1-3 ; 5
T 472-5) . In startling clarity we saw an open door into the most holy place (Revelation 3 :8) . We saw that
there was a High Priest to stand in the presence of the judgment for us . In Him we were invited to enter by
faith (Hebrews 10 : 19), claiming the benefits of His final work of atonement . We saw that God's people
must gather by faith to the heavenly sanctuary, fulfilling the conditions shadowed forth by the ancient day
of atonement . The promise of the Scripture was most sweet, "On that day shall the priest make an
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord ." Leviticus
16 :30 .
Certainly we were not sophisticated theologians . Though some of us had formal theological training, most
of our theological training was to come in the midst of severe theological conflict . But we had found an
open door, a beam of light, an answer to a perplexing problem that none of our spiritual fathers had
answered for us . Our joy knew no bounds . How could we hide what we had found? It would be easier to
hold back Niagara . Like children who had discovered a horde of Spanish treasure and the loot of a thousand
years, we were off to make it known . All over the place the cry went up, ",`All things are ready ; come unto
the marriage ."
It would be exceedingly naive and unrealistic to imagine that our discoveries were made known in perfect
tact . Unfortunately, the church officials did not look upon our activities with the least degree of benign
indulgence . Opposition was just as swift and enthusiastic as the agitation of the Awakening message . And at
the head of the vanguard of opposition stood Pastor Naden .
Now what were the grounds of his opposition to the Awakening message? Simply this That a born again
man is so thoroughly cleansed that he does not need any final atonement to furnish any kind of final
cleansing . We were attacked as those who denied the power of present just ;fication and sanctification, and
the power of the gospel to perfect us now!

Of course Awakening literature from first to last is full of the truth of present forgiveness of sins and power
to live above every known sin . So we regarded this part of the attack on our doctrine as pure
misrepresentation. That was not the point at all . We heartily believed that imputed righteousness makes the
believer perfect in Christ the moment he believes and that imparted righteousness provides the power for
the indwelling of Christ . But our point was that while conversion gave a believer a standing in moral
perfection, it did not give him a state of moral perfection . We submitted that born again Christians still had
more defects to overcome because of inherited sinfulness and the record of past sins . We submitted that the
entire work, of cleansing the believer is not complete in the daily experience of conversion, except through
the covering of Christ's imputed righteousness .
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But Pastor Naden, in company with Pastor Clifford, took the startling position that nothing remains to be
cleansed from born again saints . Their point was that they did not need the cleansing of Christ's final
atonement, for they claimed that they were already cleansed.
A Conference Young People's Leader (Ray Martin) was called before Pastors Clifford and Naden in Sydney .
The night before he appeared before them he stayed in my home . Since, we were fully aware of the main
point of issue, we gathered many statements from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy which teach that
there is still something left in converted Christians that needs cleansing, that believers must continue to do
conflict with the wiles of a corrupt heart, and that the nearer they come to Christ the more impure they
will see themselves to be .
All the next day Brother Martin battled it out with the leading brethren . He could not get them to confess
in any way that before a pure and holy God they needed any further cleansing . Pastor Naden maintained
that he was wholly cleansed, and that was it! Brother Martin remonstrated, "But Pastor Naden, we are
impure. Don't you feel that you are impure, that you need a deeper, greater cleansing by the blood of
Christ?"
A few days later, at the Lismore Campmeeting, September 6, Pastor Naden referred to this experience in a
sermon attacking the Awakening message . Said he :
"Would you like someone to come along to you and say to you, as a young man said to me the
other night ; `But Brother Naden,' he said, `We are impure, we are impure ."Well,' I said, `Brother
I do not feel that I am impure . I do not know how you feel about it, but when I gave my heart to
the Lord Jesus Christ, I finished with impurity .'
"Was I wrong in saying that? Would you like to think that God's people are impure? I think that
God's people are sanctified, that once we give our hearts to the Lord that we are finished with
impurity, if we are ever guilty of it ."
After displaying such a superficial concept of moral impurity, he proceeded to ridicule the idea that a born
again man has any remaining defects that must be overcome, or that any scar or record of sin has left its
mark upon the soul . Said he,
"Only people who live in sin have marks upon them . We certainly, every one of us, I suppose,
have some mark on him, that is an evidence of sin . I suppose my bald head is an evidence of it .
Do you think that God originally planned that men should have bald heads? I don't think so! I
am looking forward to the day when my hair will grow just as black and curly as it used to be .
But that's a result of sin and we see these results of sin in the bodies of men everywhere . Butt
some day, my friends, we are going to be made perfect physically ."
Then over and over again Pastor Naden stated that at the second advent, Christ would merely make His
people physically perfect - nothing more!
Nowhere in the sermon does he hint that Christ will come and remove the root of indwelling sin. This was
far from his mind . He was stressing that if you are born again the power of the gospel will eradicate all that
today. It is hard to understand that a professed Christian, let alone a minister of the gospel, could stand on
his two feet and confess that the only type of defect that he had was a bald head . One would only have to
read a little from Martin Luther or John Wesley to see that these great Reformers would not even
acknowledge a man to be a teacher of the gospel if he displayed such appalling ignorance of the Christian
life, and such lack of humility before a pure and holy God . Isaiah, the holy prophet, did not refuse to
confess that he was impure . "Woe is me", he cried, "I am a man of unclean lips . Isa . 6 :5 . Again he said,
"We are all as an unclean thing." Isa . 64 :6. He excepts none, yet he was a holy prophet . The aged apostle
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Paul did not say he was once the chief of sinners, but said, "Christ died for sinners, of whom I am chief."
And Ellen White says, "Are you in Christ? Not if you do not acknowledge yourselves, helpless, erring,
condemned sinners ." 5 T 48 . Luther declared, "No saint regards and confesses himself to be righteous, but
he always asks and waits to be justified, and because of this he is reputed as righteous by God who has
regard for the humble ." "For inasmuch as the saints are always aware of their sin and implore God for the
merciful gift of His righteousness, they are for this very reason also reckoned righteous by God ." Lectures
on Romans, page 113, 125 .
I have in my files other articles written by Pastor Naden, in which he maintains the same position . You can
search these articles through and through and find no admissions that the root of indwelling sin, or inbred
sin, remains in born again Christians . In these articles he claims that God's people must be made morally
and spiritually perfect before the judgment and final atonement, and that when Christ comes He will
merely give physical perfection to His people .
Then only about two years ago, Pastor Naden encouraged the circulation of an article by Alan Starkey,
called Basic Brinsmead Belief. Brother Starkey's article calls for the eradication of the root of sin, the old
man, the sinful nature -now, through a daily process . I will not quote Starkey's article here . It is well known .
(Since he wrote it I have it in writing from him that he misunderstood what I was teaching .) But one thing
is clear from Starkey's article : it advocates that God purposes to blot out and eradicate the sinful nature in
this life, before the coming of Christ . And this article came from Pastor Naden's division and with his
endorsement .
But after years of advocating all this, Pastor Naden has made a dramatic change . The reason is not hard to
determine. As the years went by, the Awakening began to consolidate its doctrinal position . In the last
couple of years we have found it necessary to republish much of Luther's and Wesley's material on the
point under dispute . This literature makes it abundantly clear that all the Reformers and men of God down
through the ages were thoroughly united on this - that sin does remain in born again saints . Luther's
mighty theses written in the Wartburg against Latomus declare the basic premise of Protestantism, "Sin
Remains after Baptism", "There is no such thing as a good work without sin ." We published John Wesley's
mighty sermons called Sin in Believers in which he spelled out the historic truth of Protestantism that sin
remains, though it does not reign, in all converted saints . In the light of all this, if Pastor Naden and others
were to go on maintaining that original sin (inbred sin, etc .) is eradicated by the normal, daily dispensation
of grace, then they would have to go on record before the whole Christian world as denying the very
foundation of the Protestant faith . The points that Pastor Naden has been advocating are the same
arguments that the Catholics brought against Martin Luther . Astounding, but true! And only a few months
ago, Pastor Naden distributed in The Australasian Field a report against Elder Peter Jarnes' book, The
Sanctuary Restored . And this report, distributed by Pastor Naden, denied point blank that inbred sin
remains in born again Christians.
But an awakening has come to Pastor Naden . We are thankful for that . It is often a good sign when a man
changes his mind . And it is very evident from Pastor Naden's new book, The Perfecting of the Saints, that
he has not only read but' has learned something from Jarnes' book The Sanctuary Restored. Pastor Naden
now comes out clearly and says that sin does not reign, but does remain, in the regenerate . This is a big step
forward ; and in view of that, we can now let rest the old arguments about sin remaining in Christians . We all
agree that it does .
Having ceased to deny the very foundation truths of the Protestant Reformation, Pastor Naden has gone
right over to another extreme . He now affirms that this indwelling root of sin remains until the second
advent . What is he going to do with Alan Starkey and his article that inbred sin must be wholly eradicated
in this life? That remains to be seen, but Brother Starkey has been left out on the denominational limb, and
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he knows it . He has written in protest to Pastor Naden . Here is one worker on the inside who knows that
there has been a complete change in teaching . He was encouraged to write his article which teaches that the
sinful nature must be wholly eradicated by the present provisions of the gospel . Pastor Naden and other
distributed it for him . Now he has been deserted . It is no secret that Brother Starkey utterly repudiates
Pastor Naden's latest stand .
The tragic part about all this is that some of the brethren involved want to do what they did on the
controversy over the nature of Christ . They changed their teaching, but went on maintaining that that is
what they believed all along . (We can be thankful that there are men like Dr . Ford who frankly admit that
there was a change of teaching on the nature of Christ .)
We in the Awakening are very thankful that the issues are being clarified, and that truth is smoking out all
the irrelevant misrepresentations against the message . We no longer have to contend that original sin,
(inbred sin, the sinful nature) remains in Christians . We can now come to the point . When is it finally
eradicated from the living saints who must live without a Mediator in the sanctuary? At the judgment of the
living and final atonement? or at the second advent?
A DENIAL OF ADVENTISM
Pastor Naden's former position was a denial of fundamental Protestantism . His present position is a denial
of fundamental Adventism . Alas, as if a man should flee from a bear and a lion meets him!
I challenge Pastor Naden to produce any statements in responsible Seventh-day Adventist literature, written
prior to the present Awakening message, which teaches that God's people will not become morally perfect
and sinless until Jesus comes in the clouds of heaven . That is simply not basic Seventh-day Adventist
doctrine . Ever since the pioneers found that the cleansing of the sanctuary would be accomplished before
the Advent of our Lord, they believed that the final generation would reach a state of moral perfection by
the grace of God, and would live, by that same sustaining grace, through the time of trouble without an
Intercessor in the sanctuary above. If we believe that the sanctuary is cleansed, according to Daniel 8 :14,
before the coming of Jesus, we must believe that the entire sin problem as pertains to the saints must be
finished with before Jesus leaves the sanctuary .
Paul says, "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation ."
Hebrews 9 :28.
The word without actually means not to deal with, apart from . It means that Jesus is not coming the
second time to deal with sin in the experience of His followers . He must do all that while He is still a High
Priest . That is what the entire sanctuary doctrine given to this church teaches us . Pastor Naden's latest
position is a forthright denial of basic Adventism . The issues are as direct as this : If the sanctuary is
cleansed at the coming of Christ, then God's people will be perfected at the coming of Christ . If Christ blots
out sin at the coming of Christ, then the saints will finally be morally sinless at the coming of Christ . If
Christ seals the 144,000 at the coming of Christ, then they will reach perfection and sinlessness at the
coming of Christ .

No believer who has inbred sin remaining in him can live without an Intercessor . The corrupt channel of his
sinful nature defiles even* his prayers and good works . This is why Ellen White declares that the praise,
prayer, and religious service of true believers are so defiled that they cannot be accepted before God unless
purified by the intercession of Christ . See I SM 344 . If God's people had this sin in them until the coming
of Christ, they would be consumed by the brightness of His coming . That is why neither Daniel nor John
could endure the sight of the glorified Christ . They fell down as dead men to the ground . But not so with
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the final generation who will see Him come!
It is true, as Pastor Naden says, that justification gives to the believer a standing of moral perfection . But it
is not true that the second coming gives him a state of moral perfection . The saints must reach that state
before the time of trouble when there will be no Mediator in the sanctuary above. So just before they enter
the time of trouble, there is to be a special work of grace bestowed on the saints .
Leviticus 16 :30 says :
"For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be,
clean from all your sins before the Lord ."
Malachi says :
"Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me : and the Lord whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in:' behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts .
"But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is
like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap : 'And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver : and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the
Lord an offering in righteousness ." Malachi 3 :1-3 .
Daniel says:
"But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion ." Dan . 7 :26 .
Peter says:
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord ." Acts 3 :19 .
The Revelator says :
"And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God : and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying,
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in
their foreheads ." Revelation 7 :2, 3 .
Whether this final work is called final atonement, seal of the living God, blotting out of sins, refreshing,
judgment of the living, or latter rain, it makes no difference . These are all expressions to portray some
aspect of the great final work that must be done for the saints before they enter the time of trouble . Listen
to how clearly the servant of the Lord shows how God's special bestowal of grace will bring the saints to
perfection, before the coming of Christ :
"The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain, and prepares it for the
sickle. . . The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the
soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character .
We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ .
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"The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church
for the coming of the Son of man . But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life ; the
green blade will not spring up . Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can
bring no seed to perfection ." TM 506 .
" . . . They could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a
holy God ." EW 71 .
" . . . They will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation ." I T 187 .
The same work of grace is described in the setting of the judgment of the living :
"As the people of God afflict their souls before him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is
given, `Take away the filthy garments from them,' and the encouraging words are spoken,
`Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of
rainment .' The spotless robe of Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet
faithful children of God . The despised remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be
defiled by the corruptions of the world . Their names are retained in the Lamb's book of life,
enrolled among the faithful of all ages . They have resisted the wiles of the deceiver ; they have not
been turned from their loyalty by the dragon's roar . Now they are eternally secure from the
tempter's devices . Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin . And the remnant are not
only pardoned and accepted, but honored . A `fair miter' is set upon their heads . They are to be as
kings and priests unto God . While Satan was urging his accusations, and seeking to destroy this
company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the seal of the living
God ." 5 T 475 .
When Ellen White says that the latter rain completes the work of God's grace in the soul and brings the
saints to perfection (TM 506), we cannot say that she means only a standing of perfection. The former rain
must bring the standing of perfection! According to EW 71 the early rain must bring victory over every
besetment, over every wrong word and action . Surely this is a standing of perfection . The latter rain does
something over and above bringing victory over this sin and that sin . It actually consummates the work of
grace in the soul, thus fitting the believer to live when there is no intercessor in the sanctuary above .
Those who oppose the Awakening message are on the horns of a dilemma . If they attack the message by
maintaining that the root of sin is wholly eradicated from the saints before the final atonement, they deny
basic Protestantism and line up with the arguments which the Catholics used against the Reformers . If they
maintain that sin is not finally eliminated until the second advent, then they actually repudiate Daniel
8 :14 and basic Adventism which teaches that sin must be wholly eliminated before Jesus leaves the
sanctuary .
What empty theology to profess belief in a final atonement before Jesus comes, and then in the next breath
to say that sin remains in the saints until Jesus comes . Final atonement means a final end of sin and all
estrangement from God . How can Jesus finally blot out sins from the books of heaven if he has not finally
blotted it out from the lives of His people? The books in heaven are only a photograph of God's people . (5
BC 1085 ; 7 BC 987) . If the Lord blotted sins out of the photograph without doing it in the living man it
would cease to be a photograph . The books of heaven are only a mirror of God's people . As if the Lord can
end the sin problem by washing the reflection in the mirror first! That would be like the man who breaks
the thermometer in an attempt to bring the temperature down . But the apostle Peter distinctly states that
the sins of believers will be blotted out "when the times of refreshing (latter rain) come from the presence
of the Lord." (See GC 485) . This is because the latter rain perfects the believers . Then the Lord has a
perfect reflection (record books) of them in heaven .
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AN INCONSISTENT ARGUMENT
Despite the fact that Pastor Naden has changed his position to perfection at the second advent, he still uses
some of his old arguments against the Awakening .
He lectures the Awakening believers for expecting that inbred sin will be blotted out in the final atonement .
He eloquently appeals to us that we must not put off the work of grace available now . He argues that the
judgment of the living is too late to expect any work of grace to be done for God's people . But the
incongruous part about this is that what we expect to be done in the final atonement, Pastor Naden believes
will be done at the second Advent . Then if we are guilty of putting off the work of grace to the future, he is
more guilty . He puts it further in the future than we do.
He even brings up the old argument against our concept of the judgment by declaring that there can be no
change for the dead . He can't see that as far as the dead are concerned, he has the same problem . He now
believes that inbred sin remains in believers till the end of life . He believes that when the dead arise in the
resurrection of the just that they will have no inbred sin in them . So if I am guilty of teaching some sort of
change for the dead, he is guilty too .
Those who accept Christ as a personal Savior thereby accept a perfect character . They may not live to see it
entirely brought out in them, but they have accepted, in principle, and in Christ, a perfect character . When
Inspiration speaks about death bringing no change to character, it means that death brings no change to this
relationship to Christ . In this sense, if a man does not have a perfect character before he died, he never will
have one . On the other hand, the resurrected saints will have as a state which they previously enjoyed as a
standing. As for the living, God has made provision that they grow into that state before Jesus comes .

OTHER ERRORS
Glorification : On page 25 of his book, Pastor Naden says : "At the second advent, he (the believer) is
glorified ." He repeats the same thing on page 6 .
As far as those who arise in the general resurrection of the just is concerned, Pastor Naden is correct . But as
touching the final generation, it is positively incorrect . The living saints are glorified at the voice of God, at
the covenant of peace, at the time of the seventh plague . This takes place before the coming of Christ . This
is so clearly stated in the Spirit of Prophecy, and should be so well known, that there is no need to quote
the statements here . If the reader needs to refer to them, they can be found in GC 637, 640, 645, and EW
15, 285, 286 .
The fact that the living saints are glorified before Jesus comes effectively destroys the premise of those who
oppose the Awakening by saying that the . last generation receive no experience in this life above and
beyond what was enjoyed by those people of God who lived in past ages . Obviously, they do have an
experience way beyond that enjoyed by saints of past ages . They will be glorified while still in their mortal
state . And taking the matter further, they will receive the blotting out of sins, latter rain, and seal of the
living God before the close of human probation . No community of saints enjoyed this experience in past
ages . Pastor Roy Alan Anderson puts it this way in his book, Unfolding the Revelation : page 148 :
"Those who come from the grave at the second coming of Christ will be raised in a state of
perfection by the power of creation . Those who will be living to witness His coming will have
grown into perfection by the grace and power of the indwelling Spirit ."
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That is the teaching of the Awakening message, an historic teaching of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
but a teaching which Pastor Naden utterly repudiates .
Close of Probation

On page 28 of his book, Pastor Naden says that "blotting out of sins and cleansing in the sanctuary setting
take place after probation closes ." This indeed is strange doctrine . According to 8 T 315 Jesus takes off His
priestly garments before he announces probation closed by the decree of Revelation 22 :11 . But blotting
out of sins and cleansing of the sanctuary is a priestly work . Pastor Naden does not realize that Christ's
priestly work in the sanctuary must cease before probation closes . Ellen White says that the saints receive
the seal of the living God "prior to the close of probation ." I SM 66 . GC 486 says that the work of blotting
out of sins began in 1844 . EW 48 says that sins must be blotted out "when the times of refreshing shall
come." See GC 485 . That is hardly after the close of probation .
Also on page 28 of his book, Pastor Naden says,
"Except for those who have already grieved away the Holy Spirit, probation closes for all the
living at the same moment ."
During the latter rain-loud cry the final witness of the Holy Spirit reaches every intelligent soul on earth .
Those who reject this final warning do in fact grieve away the Holy Spirit. This means that the wicked seal
their destinies before the close of probation . For fuller comments see pages 57-62 .
Righteous Nature
Ellen White

Pastor Naden

"When Christ shall come, our vile bodies are to
be - changed, and made like unto His glorious
body ; but the vile character will not be made
holy then . The transformation of character must
take place before His coming . Our natures must
be pure and holy . " OHC 278 (emphasis mine)

"Some day soon the root of sin will be totally
and finally eradicated from our natures at the
second advent of our Lord and we will become
righteous by nature." The Perfecting of the
Saints, page 29 .

R. D . B .

